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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Motion 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [11.10 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this house notes the measures implemented by the McGowan government in relation to stopping 
family and domestic violence in Western Australia and to better support people impacted by family and 
domestic violence. 

Everyone has a right to be free of violence and to live free of violence in their home, yet family and domestic 
violence continues to be a serious problem in Australia. We know that family and domestic violence occurs across 
ages, and across socioeconomic and demographic groups. It can include violence by a partner to another partner, 
a parent to a child, an adult to an elderly relative, or an adolescent to a parent. 
Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics shows that family and domestic violence is perpetrated mainly by 
men against women and children. Most members would be aware of the extensive range of statistical data now 
available on family and domestic violence, and I am sure all members are very much across it. However, to give 
members a flavour of this issue, I will run through a few of the statistics that are on the record. The statistics show 
that in Australia, one in three women has experienced family and domestic violence; family and domestic violence 
is a major health and welfare issue; on average, every week, one woman is murdered by her current or former 
partner; family and domestic violence is a leading cause of homelessness for women and children; and the impact 
and long-term toll on the health and wellbeing of victims of family and domestic violence, families and 
communities is significant. For women, family and domestic violence is a leading cause of mental health issues, 
including depression and anxiety, substance misuse, poverty and economic disadvantage, injury, illness, suicide, 
self-inflicted injuries and homicide. Children of mothers experiencing domestic violence have higher rates of social 
and emotional problems than do other children, and also struggle in their development and educational opportunity. 
The combined health, administration and social welfare costs of family and domestic violence have been estimated 
to be about $22 billion a year, with projections suggesting that if no further action is taken, family and domestic 
violence costs will accumulate to $323.4 billion over a 30-year period from 2015 to 2045. When we look at those 
statistics, it is shocking to find that Western Australia has the second highest rate of reported physical and sexual 
violence against women in the nation, second only to the Northern Territory. In 2016–17, the WA Police Force 
responded to 54 000 incidents of family and domestic violence, equating to one every 10 minutes. However, these 
figures only scratch the surface because it is estimated that only about 20 per cent of family and domestic violence 
incidents are reported to the police. 
As I have said, these figures are very disturbing. We all know that family and domestic violence is a very complex 
issue. The challenge in reducing the incidence of family and domestic violence is enormous. It requires breaking 
down the culture of violence. It requires strong resolve and a multifaceted approach. There is no quick, easy-fix 
solution to this issue. The McGowan government went to the last state election with a comprehensive policy to 
stop family and domestic violence, committing an additional $21.7 million over four years, and over the then 
existing budget allocations, to deliver services and support to victims of family and domestic violence. In case 
members have not already seen it, I am referring to a policy document. I note that Hon Nick Goiran is nodding. 
I am sure that he has read it extensively, from cover to cover. I put on the record that I am pleased to be part of the 
McGowan government, which has made a strong commitment to not only make the prevention of family and 
domestic violence a priority, but also deliver on its election commitments in this area. The first step taken by the 
McGowan government was the establishment of a Minister for the Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. 
That clearly signalled that family and domestic violence is a priority for this government. A range of measures are 
detailed in this policy document. In the time permitted to me, I will try to run through as many of those as possible, 
but I may not be able to complete them all. 

We know that crisis accommodation is absolutely crucial when women are looking at escaping family and 
domestic violence. Crisis accommodation provides a safe and secure place for women and children. However, 
accessing those services may be somewhat problematic. We know that, for a range of reasons, women struggle 
with the decision to leave a violent family environment. We also know that when women make the decision to leave, 
they put themselves at higher risk of violence. Therefore, the ability to access crisis accommodation is critically 
important. Sadly, the number of women’s refuges and the available places in those refuges has failed to keep pace 
with the demand for those services in this state. In recognising this need, the McGowan government committed to 
establish two additional women’s refuges in the current term of government, and, in the 2017–18 state budget, it 
committed $8.3 million towards establishing these refuges. These refuges are very much needed, but they are only 
the beginning of that process, because I believe we need many more. 
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Although it is usually women and children who need crisis accommodation, having escaped family and domestic 
violence, it is also recognised that, in some circumstances, it is more appropriate, and less of a disruption for the 
children, for the male to be removed from the family situation, rather than requiring the woman and children to 
leave. In my first term as a member of Parliament, I was approached by Rob Reekie to support the establishment 
of a men’s support group in Busselton. That was based on the philosophy that removing the man from the family 
environment and providing the man with crisis accommodation, a program that addressed anger issues and other 
counselling was more appropriate than removing the woman and children from that environment. Unfortunately, 
Rob was breaking the mould a bit at that time, and he struggled to get a lot of support from government. In fact, 
at that time, most of the government funding programs were designed to deliver funding to women’s refuges and 
women’s support services, and not to men. I remember having a discussion with the responsible minister at the 
time and feeling very frustrated that we were not able to access funding opportunities. Rob had had personal 
experience. He had suffered a marriage breakdown and difficulty gaining access to his son during that process, 
and he readily admits that he experienced anger management issues. Through his own personal experience, he was 
motivated to make sure that the lessons he had learnt were passed on, and to help by providing support and 
assistance to other men.  
Regardless of the fact that funding was extremely difficult to get, he pursued his objective. He managed to secure 
a house to provide crisis accommodation to men so that they could leave the family environment and get the 
support and counselling services they needed. Rob provided a 24-hour service. He also managed to sign 
a memorandum of understanding with the Busselton police, and a relationship developed whereby when the police 
were called out to a situation and they thought that Rob could provide assistance in talking to the man, he was 
called in to provide that assistance. That worked really well. In fact, it got to the point when women would often 
ring Rob and say, “Can you come and talk to my husband? We’ve got issues. He doesn’t want to go to counselling, 
but if we don’t address those issues soon, the situation’s going to escalate.” I firmly believe that a key to addressing 
family and domestic violence is actually changing the male perpetrator’s bad behaviour and violent behaviour, and 
also his attitude and controlling nature. That is critical if we are to address this issue, together with providing 
general community education. 

In view of that background, I was pleased to learn that Communicare has recently established a Breathing Space 
establishment for male perpetrators, which will provide specialist services for men who have been violent in the 
family environment but who want to make changes. This service includes a 12-week residential program supported 
by case management. As I have previously said, this provides the benefit of enabling women and children to 
remain in the family home. The service is a 12-week residential program and can currently accommodate up to 
24 men at a time, so there is often a waitlist. One election commitment of the McGowan government was the 
establishment of a second Breathing Space centre. Work on establishing that centre is well underway. In 2018, 
the government committed $2.6 million to this end. The new service is expected to open in 2019. Again, this is 
a very positive step in the right direction. I believe we probably need a lot more Breathing Space centres or 
other programs. I believe that the way to address this situation is by actually going to the source of the problem 
and addressing it, through prevention and early intervention. I fully commend this measure and the efforts that 
have been made. 

I have just realised that I obviously talk too much, as I am not going to get through all the issues that I wanted to 
raise. A number of measures have been implemented. The government is substantially through the implementation 
of most of the commitments in that document. I will quickly run through some of them. An amount of $7.4 million 
was provided to help reinstate and expand financial counselling services. That is vitally important for many 
women. My mother was one of them. She did not make financial decisions in our family; dad made them. Dad 
handled all the finances. Mum did not know how to write a cheque and would not know where to start. Although 
it might be surprising to some people, many women find themselves in that position. They do not have access to 
the family finances but need to go through their husband to access them. In that situation, it makes it more difficult 
for women to make the decision to leave. I fully support the additional funding the government has provided to 
provide financial counselling for women. 

We have also provided funding to expand existing culturally appropriate services to Aboriginal and culturally and 
linguistically diverse victims of family and domestic violence. I am closely associated with the South West Refuge 
for women in Bunbury and this is something that that service has certainly experienced in the last 10 years; that 
is, a much greater number of victims are coming through from culturally diverse backgrounds. Being able to 
understand those cultural needs and to ensure that programs and support services are tailored to meet those needs 
is a vitally important area. It is good to see that the government has committed to delivering funding to enable that 
to happen. 
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The government has also committed funding for the respectful relationships program in schools as part of the 
primary prevention program. This is critically important—we need to change attitudes. We need to deliver the 
clear message that violence and verbal abuse against women is just not acceptable and needs to change. 

In the 2018–19 state budget, the government provided $2.6 million towards the establishment of the second 
Breathing Space and $4.3 million to implement the national domestic violence order scheme. That is a really 
important scheme that ensures that a violence restraining order granted in one state is automatically applicable in 
all states and territories across Australia. Women who may travel to other states for a holiday or permanently will 
not need to go through the process of obtaining another violence restraining order when they move. 

Hon Alison Xamon: They could be fleeing the perpetrator. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: That is correct; yes. 

The minister recently announced the initiatives that are in the current budget, which is to be delivered later today. 
I encourage members to have a look at the minister’s media release. I do not have time to run through it, but I can 
say that the government has committed $30.9 million to a range of measures that will continue to implement the 
commitments we gave prior to the election. That clearly shows that we are investing more than the amount that 
we committed. 

HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [11.26 am]: Before I start my contribution, I want to 
acknowledge a couple of things. The first is that I think all members in this place and all previous governments 
have always tried to tackle this issue. Hopefully, we are getting better and better at doing so. I am very proud to 
be part of the McGowan government, which is continuing to try to improve in this area, because, by goodness, it 
needs to be improved. I will concentrate on only a couple of things, because the time is very limited. I want to 
thank Hon Adele Farina for bringing this issue to Parliament. I think we need to focus on it and we need to 
continually improve, to the point at which it is not such a scourge on the community. 

I will provide a couple of statistics. Every week in Australia, at least one woman is killed by a current or former 
partner. Western Australia has the second-highest rate of reported physical and sexual violence perpetrated against 
women. Fewer than 20 per cent of women who experienced violence from an intimate partner reported the most 
recent incident to police. Sixty-five per cent of women who experienced violence from a previous partner reported 
having never called the police to report the violence. Domestic and family violence is the leading cause of 
homelessness for women and their children. Most women who leave a violent relationship move out of their home. 
I mention those statistics because I am going to try to look at things that are most targeted at assisting women, 
because with domestic violence, all reports suggest that it is normally a male against a female partner, so that is 
obviously where the most work needs to be done. I acknowledge that it does happen in reverse as well. 

I actually come from a broken home, which I think I have spoken about previously. When we came out from 
England to Australia, that put pressures on the family, particularly because my father was a bricklayer and he had 
to go to the north west, leaving my mother and the children at home and with the challenges of being in a new 
country. I think that led to the break-up of the marriage, which occurred in 1969. The reason I want to record that 
is that it is slightly different. It was initiated because my mother obviously felt the pressures of family life and of 
being in a new country, and so she wanted to break out. On coming back from the north west, my father learnt 
a few things. That led to a lot of problems within the family and it led to violence. My father has passed away, but 
I am sure he would not mind me saying that it led to his violence against my mother. That did not mean he was 
a bad father. Eventually, my mother left the home, secure in the knowledge that my father would look after us, 
because they certainly could not stay together. The previous member spoke about the assistance required for men 
in similar circumstances, but when there is a massive problem, we need to focus on the areas of most need. 
Irrespective of my circumstances being slightly different, I have no concern at all that the McGowan government 
is throwing the most money and resources at trying to deal with looking after women and their children in these 
circumstances. I think it is probably the best thing to do. 

Before I get on to a couple of the issues that I want to raise, I do not think any relationship or marriage starts with 
the couple planning on breaking up. They do not; they plan on being together for the rest of their lives. They have 
children and provide a home for them. That creates a problem, because no contingency plans are made for what 
happens when people break up. As the previous member said, one partner or the other, often the male, will take 
the lead in the finances and is the person who pays the bills and has access to the bank accounts. Often the wife is 
secure in the intent of the couple to move forward for the rest of the lives, so they never have bank accounts in 
their own names and such. I think that has changed a little bit in more recent times, but back in 1969 it certainly 
was the case. Not all relationships work out. Then if violence occurs, as it did in my household, what does the 
woman do? Can she just pick up the kids and leave, or is the male in this circumstance of a mind to try to work 
through the issues? Often they are not. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 9 May 2019] 

 p3020b-3028a 
Hon Adele Farina; Hon Martin Pritchard; Hon Nick Goiran; Acting President; Hon Alannah MacTiernan; Hon 

Pierre Yang; Hon Alison Xamon 

 [4] 

I want to acknowledge that previous governments have obviously tried to work on this issue. The three initiatives 
I want to mention are very practical ones that McGowan government has raised. I think they are particularly good. 
The first is that there are new tenancy laws to assist Western Australian renters affected by family and domestic 
violence when they are forced to leave or tackle this issue. The new laws allow the tenant to end their tenancy with 
as little as seven days’ notice if they or their dependants are impacted by family or domestic violence. I know there 
is another side with regard to renters, but obviously the most need is here and I think this is a very good initiative. 
Alternatively, if the perpetrator is named on the lease, a tenant can make an application to the courts to have them 
removed from the tenancy agreement, which, again, is a good initiative. Some other things associated with the 
same initiative are to make rental homes safer through lock changes and security upgrades; to sort out disputes 
about property damage, unpaid rents and bonds; and to seek removal from or avoid being listed on the tenancy 
database if the listing is caused by domestic violence. These are the practical issues that people caught in this sort 
of relationship have to deal with if they want to leave or have the other person leave. This is a very practical approach. 

The second initiative is that the state government is obviously a major employer, so public sector workers now 
have access to 10 days of special leave entitlements, as well as specialist supports at a time when they most need 
it. As Western Australia’s biggest employer, the state government leads the way by supporting employees who are 
victims of family and domestic violence to work flexibly, especially if they need to attend medical appointments 
or court hearings—particularly court hearings—in this circumstance. These are two very practical initiatives as 
part of the whole attack on this particular issue. 

I did not know whether to bring in the final initiative, because it seems a little bit flippant, but it is not. Pets are 
often a major concern within relationships. Just as people do not want to abandon children, they also do not want 
to abandon pets as they are often seen as an integral part of the family. Family and domestic violence victims 
fearful of leaving their violent partners in case their pet is harmed will receive support from the RSPCA, so both 
pets and victims can seek a safer environment. State government funding of $100 000 has been provided to the 
RSPCA to support the Pets in Crisis program to help the victims of family and domestic violence look after their pets. 

These are very practical initiatives. There are many other things that are part of the whole policy, and I am very 
pleased, as I said, that we are continuing on from previous governments to try to tackle this issue. It is a scourge 
that really needs to be stamped out. As a male, I often get embarrassed. I read an article in the paper as I was 
coming into the chamber that emphasises again the fact that most of the damage done in this area is by men against 
women. I feel embarrassed about it. I think most men feel embarrassed about it. Every opportunity to stand up and 
say that this is unacceptable needs to be taken. I thank the previous speaker for bringing forward this motion; 
I think it is very important. 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [11.36 am]: I am pleased to contribute on behalf of the opposition 
to the consideration of this motion moved by my learned friend Hon Adele Farina, a truly excellent member of 
this chamber. I note that she has been commissioned with the task this morning of setting out on behalf of the 
McGowan government the measures it has implemented. My learned friend Hon Adele Farina is always very 
particular about her use of language. I note on this occasion that she has sought to use the past tense “notes the 
measures implemented”. It is no wonder that the minister responsible and her representative in this chamber and 
her parliamentary secretary have not spoken. They are apparently away on urgent parliamentary business to set out — 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I will respond on her behalf. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Will the minister be doing it? I look forward to that contribution. I look forward to her 
detailed analysis of the measures that have been implemented by the McGowan government. Her contribution will 
be short, I assure her, if she is to be true to the words moved by Hon Adele Farina. That member took the 
opportunity, rightly so, to set out the commitment statement made by the McGowan government prior to the 
election. The very first example she gave was the commitment to establish two additional women’s refuges. In the 
limited time I have to speak, let me use that as one example. I acknowledge that the McGowan government made 
a commitment to create a ministry and appoint a minister; it has done those things and I have previously been on 
record congratulating it for that. But the government needs to do more than appoint a minister. That minister 
actually needs to do something. When the minister says the government is going to be committed to establishing 
two additional women’s refuges, my question is: where are they? I gave the minister six months before I asked 
any questions about those two women’s refuges. On 23 August 2017, I asked a question of several parts to find 
out whether any work had been done, whether there had been any consultation with stakeholders, whether there 
had been a short list developed of locations, in what calendar month these refuges would become operational and 
how many beds each refuge would have. This is the answer provided by Hon Sue Ellery on behalf of the relevant 
minister. She said on that day — 
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During the election campaign the McGowan Labor government made a strong commitment to the 
prevention of family and domestic violence. The government is focused on delivering its commitments 
and is currently working through the budget process to do so.  

In other words, it did absolutely nothing. That is absolutely pathetic. That was after six months. 

Hon Charles Smith also asked a question about that at that time to find out whether the government had any plans 
to build new refuges for domestic violence victims. The pathetic response that was brought to his attention by 
Hon Sue Ellery on 23 August 2017 was — 

The government looks forward to progressing and delivering its commitments and is currently working 
through the budget process to do so. 

Again, according to the honourable member, the government had done nothing. Let us fast-forward to 12 September 
of that year, when Hon Samantha Rowe said — 

In this budget the minister has already committed $8.3 billion to establish two additional women’s refuges 
and work is to commence in 2018. 

Has that happened? It is now 2019. Did work commence in 2018? We will find out. On 21 September that year, 
the minister in the other place said — 

No, we have not yet gone to that level of detail. Over the forthcoming year we will be working to identify 
the best models for the cohort that might use that facility. A few different designs are now used for 
women’s refuges, and we will be particularly assessing the view of the services that operate in refuges on 
what is most effective. 

Within the space of some nine days, Hon Samantha Rowe was saying one thing and then we had the minister 
saying something different in the other place. Let us look at what happened in October 2017 during the budget 
estimates. The long-suffering Hon Stephen Dawson was the relevant minister looking after things. One of his 
advisers, Ms Harvey, was with him. She said — 

The department is holding fortnightly meetings with Housing to progress the development of the refuges. 

Hon Martin Pritchard indicated in his contribution during the estimates on 19 October 2017 that women’s refuges 
would not come in until 2019. Interestingly, Hon Martin Pritchard had some information that it would be 2019, 
whereas Hon Samantha Rowe suggested that it would be 2019. What is going on in this government with these 
two women’s refuges? 

Then the honourable minister in the other place was asked questions about this matter by Hon Colin de Grussa. 
They were answered by the Leader of the House in this place. The minister simply reiterated that there had been 
a commitment to set up women’s refuges and some money had been allocated in the budget. We need more than 
that. We need more than words. We need the refuges to be up and running for precisely the reasons already outlined 
by Hon Adele Farina and Hon Martin Pritchard. 

In November 2017, the minister once again reiterated that the government was getting on and planning those two 
new refuges with funding of more than $8.2 million. Every time the minister gets asked about these refuges, all 
she does is regurgitate the line that the government has allocated $8.2 million. That is excellent. We agree that the 
government has done that but we want to see them up and running. What happened next? I then left it for a period 
of time. In 2017, it was plain that nothing was happening in the government with these women’s refuges. I left it 
until June last year. During the estimates process, I simply asked one simple question about this: on what dates 
has the minister attended meetings or briefings about the establishment of these refuges? The answer was none. 
This government says that it is fully committed to the establishment of two women’s refuges, but when I asked in 
the estimates process last year how many meetings the minister had attended, the answer I was given was none—
nil. No wonder Hon Alannah MacTiernan has not yet sought the call. What is she going to talk about? Is she going 
to talk about the nil meetings that the minister has attended on women’s refuges? 

During that same process, I wanted to know in what calendar month these refuges were planned to be operational. The 
response I received in the answers prior to the hearing was July 2019 and July 2020. This related to a refuge in the 
Peel region and one in the south metropolitan area. I asked the minister in June last year whether she would table the 
analysis that led to the decision to select those two particular places. My multi-part question on 27 June 2018 was — 

… will the minister table that analysis? 

This pathetic government through this pathetic minister responded by saying — 

Yes, if requested. 
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I have asked the minister to table the document and the analysis so that we can hold the government to its 
commitment and see whether there is some action, more than words. I asked the minister whether she would table 
the analysis. She said yes, she will, if it is requested. What was that question other than a request? That is the contempt 
with which this government holds Parliament through the questions it is asked and the accountability processes. 

I am sick and tired of hearing this government trumpet its commitment to two women’s refuges when I consistently 
ask questions about them, but it provides glib non-answers. It tries to obstruct the process, and it will not even 
table documents. All it does is continue to say that it is funding two additional women’s refuges, with work to 
commence shortly on those refuges, as the minister said yet again in November last year. Those who want to 
follow it in Hansard can find it by searching the Hansard of 7 November. 

I have no confidence that there is a genuine progression of these commitments. I note that as recently as 13 March 
this year, the member for Dawesville asked the minister what was happening with the refuge in the Peel region. 
She responded and said that the Department of Communities is working towards a practical completion date in the 
first quarter of 2021. Originally, it was 2018, according to Hon Samantha Rowe. Then Hon Martin Pritchard told 
us it was 2019. When I asked about it, the minister said that she would not even table the document. The 
government continues to be obsessed with secrecy and it will not give us any information. When the member for 
Dawesville asked a question about it, we were told that now the time line has blown out to the first quarter of 2021. 
That is all very interesting. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Dr Steve Thomas): I will ask all members to sit for a minute as I have 
a couple of quick comments to make, if we can hold the clock. 

In private members’ business, we have an hour to debate an issue. Conversations take place behind the Chair 
about which government members might like to contribute to that process. I like maths. It is a fairly simple 
process. In one hour, with 15 minutes to move the motion, we have 45 minutes left. If every member takes their 
10 minutes, we then have four and a half potential speakers. The President has given an indication that in private 
members’ business she would like to see a focus on government members being able to express themselves. On 
that basis, I have traditionally given the mover and then a second Labor member—in effect, the seconder—the 
opportunity to speak. I then try to give one member on my left a chance to respond. It is difficult to go past the 
shadow minister, if there is one. Unfortunately, that is a problem for the crossbench. I try not to be too biased 
in that process. 

I say this because as we are coming towards the end of the debate, there is also provision in the standing orders 
for a response from the minister or the government—the representative minister. If that minister is not towards the 
front of an indicated speaking list, it effectively removes the opportunity for the Acting President to give anybody, 
apart from two Labor members, an opportunity to respond, because once we take out the first 15 minutes for the 
mover, then the second 10 minutes for the seconder, effectively, we are at 25 minutes. After 10 minutes for the 
response, we are at 35 minutes. That is 25 minutes, or time for two and a half people left to speak. We have 
members from seven parties in the chamber who occasionally wish to speak. If, as the President wishes, I go back 
to an additional Labor person before the minister, it effectively curtails debate. 

This is an issue that I will bring to the attention of the President in due course. I think it is difficult to give 
everybody any form of fair representation here. Today I intend, as the President suggests, to go back to a Labor 
member. If the minister seeks the call in the meantime, my understanding of the standing orders is that I am obliged 
to go to the minister, and I will do so. I apologise to the chamber and those members who might seek the call and 
who will potentially miss out. I suggest that this process needs to change a little—I will raise that—because it is 
a nightmare to chair it. You can all come and complain to me afterwards.  

Point of Order 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: The reason I waited was to give opposition members an opportunity to speak 
before I responded, but now I am seeking further information before I respond in light of the comments made by 
the opposition. I will take only five minutes, which is why I am not standing now to seek the call. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Dr Steve Thomas): I accept that, minister, but if it becomes a trend, it will 
effectively mean that nobody else will get to address these issues. The issue of how this chamber wishes to handle 
private members’ business is one that should be debated in the not too distant future. 

Debate Resumed 
HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [11.49 am]: I, too, like other members, thank Hon Adele Farina for 
bringing this very important motion to the house. Stopping family and domestic violence should not be one campaign, 
one fundraiser or one Facebook post; rather, it should be a sustained campaign waged against those who commit family 
and domestic violence against their partners and children. I put on the record that every week in Australia at least 
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one woman is killed by a current or former partner. Western Australia has the second highest rate of risk of reported 
physical and sexual violence perpetrated against women. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are nearly 
11 times more likely to die from assault than are non-Indigenous women. Last year, the number of sexual harassment 
complaints received by the WA Equal Opportunity Commission doubled. The total cost of violence against women 
and children in WA was estimated to be $2.8 billion in the 2015–16 financial year. I am pleased that the government 
is taking this issue very seriously and that it is doing as much as it can to curb family and domestic violence. 

I will note a few things. The 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence Against Women campaign took place in 2017 and 
again in 2018. The aim of that campaign is to raise awareness of violence against women in WA and encourage 
communities to take an active role to make change. It is about educating people and raising awareness of the impact 
of violence against women and children, and motivating communities to take positive action to support victims 
and make perpetrators accountable. 

Within three months of being elected in 2017, the McGowan Labor government signed up to the Our Watch program, 
the purpose of which is to provide national leadership to prevent all forms of violence against women and children. 
The program is based on sound research and a strong and diverse partnership. In June 2017, the government 
announced that public sector employees, including casual employees, who experience family and domestic 
violence would have access to the 10-day special leave entitlement, as well as specialised support, at their time of 
need. The government is also investing heavily in this area. I will note a few of the government’s initiatives. In 
September 2017, the government announced that $7.4 million would be reinstated for financial counselling and 
that those services would be expanded in the Perth metropolitan area. At the time, the Minister for Prevention of 
Family and Domestic Violence commented that turning people away from access to proper financial counselling 
assistance had serious social consequences, particularly for women experiencing family and domestic violence. In 
May 2018, the government allocated $6.9 million to prioritise measures to help stop family and domestic violence, 
including $4.3 million to implement the National Domestic Violence Order Scheme, which I will come back to 
a bit later in my speech, and $2.6 million towards a residential program to help perpetrators change their behaviour. 
In June 2018, the government announced that it would expand its funding for the Sexual Assault Resource Centre 
with $800 000 to provide additional counselling and clinical psychologist services. In August 2018, the Minister 
for Health and the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence announced that the Department of 
Health would award funding of over $1.56 million over the next three years towards a new initiative to tackle 
family and domestic against women during pregnancy. I also note that in December 2018, the government announced 
a grant of $1.6 million—this was an election commitment—to boost culturally appropriate supports for victims of 
family and domestic violence from culturally and linguistically diverse communities. That grant is focused on 
building capacity within communities to address to some extent the issue of family and domestic violence. 

I turn to the issue of restraining orders. During my 10 years in the legal profession, I had some experience in family 
law and some experience in criminal law. Family law was my major area of practice, but if there was a crossover 
between family law and criminal law, it involved violence restraining orders, as they were known back then. There 
were two types—a violence restraining order and a misconduct restraining order. I was particularly pleased that 
the government signed up to the National Domestic Violence Order Scheme, which recognises restraining orders 
across the nation. That was certainly not the case during my time of practice. If a restraining order was granted by 
the Magistrates Court in Perth and the victim wanted to start a new life in another state of Australia, the restraining 
order was not necessarily automatically recognised by the new jurisdiction. That changed from 25 November 2017 
and now any family violence restraining order is recognised throughout the country. 

On a personal note, I grew up in China and I sometimes wonder how helpful it would have been if my mother and 
I had had access to not only a national scheme, but also violence restraining orders. This is the first time I have 
raised this issue publicly. Life was very difficult when I growing up.  

I was looking forward to going to school because I knew that there would be no family or domestic violence there. 
It was very hard for me to go home after school because I never knew what would happen that night. When I came 
to Australia at the age of 15, personally, it was a great relief because I would never have to be subjected to family 
or domestic violence, but I could not have imagined what my mother was going through. I hated myself for not 
being able to help her. However, that has passed and my mother has been in a loving, caring relationship for almost 
two decades and I am very pleased that she is living in a happy situation. 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [12 noon]: 
I thank Hon Adele Farina for raising this important issue. It is one that is very dear to the heart of this government 
and onto which we are putting an enormous amount of focus. We believe that the whole quality of our civilisation 
and our life as Australians requires us to address this issue, which impacts on many people and, of course, has 
impacts well beyond the private lives of people. It affects the way in which young children grow up and their 
ability to adjust and become functioning members of our society. It is therefore very critical that we get this right 
and we are putting a strong focus on it. 
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I will not take up an enormous amount of time but I want to race through some of the things we have delivered 
already. I ask members opposite to understand that when we make a series of election commitments, they will be 
delivered over four years. We cannot and will not deliver all our commitments in the first year of government. 
However, we are rolling out the election commitments that we made and they will be completed by the next 
election. I have sought confirmation from the minister on that. As noted, we have appointed the first dedicated 
state minister. These are policies we have delivered on. We are now a member of Our Watch, the national primary 
prevention organisation. We have funded Allambee Counselling for family and domestic violence services in the 
Peel region; provided additional funding for financial counselling services; supported the RSPCA to deliver the 
first pet program, and I acknowledge Hon Martin Pritchard’s comments in that regard; expanded sexual assault 
counselling and support services, through the Minister for Health; introduced paid family and domestic violence leave 
for the public sector; appointed a lead agency for the policy coordination of elder abuse, through the Minister for 
Seniors and Ageing; expedited law amendments in relation to enduring powers of attorney and guardianship — 
Hon Nick Goiran: No; you have not. What is the name of the bill where that change is made? 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Members, order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: We have expedited it. 
Hon Nick Goiran: What rubbish! 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Members, order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: We have provided legal protection for the accommodation and housing rights 
of family and domestic violence victims. We note that that was a rather difficult one to get through, but we have 
succeeded in dealing with that. We have introduced teaching support programs in schools. 
A number of projects are in train, including the establishment of the two — 

Point of Order 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I ask the member to identify the document that she is reading from. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am reading from notes that I have compiled in order to — 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Robin Chapple): Members, order! 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Members, order! I am speaking. 
The minister has given an explanation and that is it. Honourable minister, please continue. 

Debate Resumed 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Thank you. 
One of our commitments was to establish two additional women’s refuges over the course of this term of 
government and that is underway. The minister has advised me that they will be completed in this term of 
government. We are working on the establishment of the second residential men’s behaviour change program and 
I recognise Hon Adele Farina for talking about the importance of that. These are funded commitments. We have 
expanded culturally appropriate supports for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and culturally and linguistically 
diverse victims. I note that Minister Simone McGurk announced in the lead-up to the budget that a $30 million 
allocation will appear in today’s budget to establish two one-stop hubs. One will be in Mirrabooka and the other 
in Kalgoorlie. These are important, new developments. We have piloted some of this work, but the idea of these 
developments is that they will provide an alternative entry for victims to get advice and assistance. They will be 
part of a package that will be announced in today’s budget and will provide $30 million of new money to DV. In 
total, since we came into office, we have injected some $50 million of new money into this area. 
I will quickly list the matters that are in progress as part of our election commitments. We are creating a cross-agency 
information sharing and risk management framework; increasing family and domestic violence–focused training 
for health professionals; working on supervision orders for family and domestic violence–related offending; and 
making it easier and less traumatic for victims through improvements to the violence restraining order process, 
which is being worked on by the Attorney General. Through the Attorney General and Minister McGurk, we are 
addressing the Law Reform Commission’s recommendations from 2014, which will be included in a reform bill. 
We are working on recommissioning the WA Police Force specialist units and related commitments. 
It is true that not all those matters we committed to before the last election have been finalised, but it is unrealistic 
to expect that. I think we have made very real progress in delivering those commitments over the last two years. 
As of today, since we have come into government, there will have been $50 million of new money allocated for 
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these initiatives. In respect of the two additional refuges, we have been working hard on getting an appropriate 
model and finding the right locations and they will be delivered by the end of this term of government. 
HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [12.09 pm]: I am pleased to speak on this issue, which I have 
been working on for a long time and have been personally affected by during my life. The impact of family and 
domestic violence is profound. We know that it has an enormous impact, particularly on women and the rate of 
homelessness and the number of child protection matters, and that it is a huge health-risk factor. Despite the 
government’s focus on this issue—I acknowledge that that has been the case—family and domestic violence still 
occurs at crisis levels and significant gaps remain in support services. We know that it affects women in 
particular—one in three women, but one in two Aboriginal women. It is a huge issue. The problem is that domestic 
violence is ultimately preventable. We need to ensure that we deal with the gaps. We still need more refuges and 
more crisis accommodation. We know that too many women in particular are being turned away from refuges. 
Multiple reports have identified a significant unmet demand for housing for people escaping from domestic 
violence. Hon Adele Farina raised the important issue of the continuing lack of men’s behaviour change programs. 
This is of huge concern and an enormous gap exists within this service provision. 
We need an improved response to the issue of family and domestic violence in our communities, and specific 
recognition that Aboriginal people, people with disability, people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, LGBTIQ people and older women will be specifically at risk and need to have specific services 
available to them. I asked parliamentary questions about this last year. As a result, I was advised that police do not 
have any cultural competency training to specifically address family and domestic violence victims, particularly those 
from culturally and linguistically diverse families. This is a huge problem. I also want to acknowledge the gaps in 
support for women on temporary visas. National reports have found a huge lack of access to accommodation and 
support. These women in particular are very disempowered from being able to escape violent relationships. I also 
note the recent call by doctors for the establishment of DV trauma recovery centres to address the current gap in 
ongoing support for victims of domestic violence. We also need better ongoing support for families in conflict. The 
current waiting lists for a range of legal services around this area are unacceptably high. Family dispute resolution 
services in Kwinana have a 14-week waitlist and in Geraldton there is a 20-week waitlist. Children’s contact services 
in East Perth have a 16-week wait and in Mandurah it is a 26-week wait—six months! The parenting orders program 
in East Perth has a 12-week wait and in Gosnells it has a 16-week wait. The coroner’s report into the deaths of 
13 children in the Kimberley referred to this. It said that domestic violence was an ongoing part of the picture that 
had led to the deaths of these children. It called for a number of reforms in the space, particularly in how we deal with 
legal matters. They need to be addressed. I will not outline them because there is not enough time, but it is important 
to note that children are dying at their own hand as a direct result of our failure to adequately address how we deal 
with family and domestic violence, particularly in the Kimberley. At that point, the coroner also raised concern about 
the lack of male perpetrator programs and the difficulty people have in accessing and navigating support services. 
On a broader level, I note that poverty remains a significant risk factor for family and domestic violence. We need 
to seriously address the issue of poverty. I appreciate the measured tone that the member brought to this debate. 
I am pleased that there was none of the usual nonsense in terms of congratulating anyone, but a simple noting of 
an increased focus on the issue of family and domestic violence. I want to acknowledge that that has happened—
it is really important—but we have an incredibly long way to go on this issue. The gaps are still absolutely 
enormous. In this situation, one woman a week is murdered. That is a devastating indictment on us as a community. 
We know that the best way to prevent homelessness as a result of family and domestic violence is to make sure 
that we prevent violence in the first place. We need to note that considerable work needs to occur on public attitude. 
I note that the “National Community Attitudes towards Violence against Women Survey” found that one in three 
Australians still believe a woman is responsible. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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